
Environment


The 14th Congressional District has led some of the most important
environmental efforts in California and our country to protect and
preserve our environment. Throughout Rep. Eshoo's years of public
service, she has developed policies to protect our coast, clean up the
air we breathe and water we drink, and bring new, enlightened policies
to the public table.



In this section: 


	
 - Endangered Species Act 
	
 - California's Coast and America's Ocean Resources 
	
 - Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling 
	
 - Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
	
 - Refineries on Wildlife Refuges 
	
 - Forest Protection 
	
 - Bair Island 
	
 - South San Francisco Bay Wetlands 
	
 - Sand Hill Bluff 
	
 - Rancho Corral de Tierra  




 
Endangered Species Act   


A great deal is owed to former-Rep. Pete McCloskey who helped originate and shepherd the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) into law in 1973. For more than thirty years, the ESA has been a
cornerstone of environmental protection and an enormous success. Of the
more than 1,800 species that have been listed as threatened or
endangered, 99% have been saved from extinction. Despite this success,
however, there has been an effort over the past several years to
rewrite the ESA to make development of green spaces easier.



In September 2005, the House passed H.R. 3824, the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act
by a vote of 229 to 193. Rep. Eshoo voted against this measure for two
main reasons. First, it will undo many of the critical environmental
protections that have saved hundreds of species, including the American
Bald Eagle. Second, it will create a new entitlement program for any
property owner who can demonstrate that he or she might be affected by
the Act in even the slightest way.  This will cost taxpayers billions.
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Rep.
Eshoo voted for a bipartisan alternative that would make improvements
to the ESA without weakening its longstanding protections. Among other
things, the bipartisan alternative would require the government to
first determine whether public lands are sufficient to protect and save
an endangered species before undertaking other measures that will
impact private landowners.




 
California's Coast and America's Ocean Resources   


The
California Coast is one of the world's most beautiful and productive
natural resources. Vigilant stewardship is now required to preserve it
for future generations.



The value that Californians place on
our Coast can be found in the strong support for the four National
Marine Sanctuaries that cover most of California's coast and ocean
resources. The goal of the sanctuaries is to conserve, protect, and
enhance their biodiversity, ecological integrity and cultural legacy.



Rep.
Eshoo has worked to enhance the working between the two sanctuaries of
the 14th Congressional District (Gulf of the Farallones and Monterey
Bay) and their local partners and stakeholders. She has worked to
enhance the presence of the sanctuary at Pillar Point Harbor, and she
has worked with Rep. Sam Farr to secure federal funding for a sanctuary
visitors' center in Santa Cruz.



Protecting our coastal
resources will take a new approach at the federal, regional, state, and
local levels. Californians are again leading the way. Two prominent
local figures, former-Rep. Leon Panetta, and Half Moon Bay fisherman
and advocate, Pietro Parravano, were part of the Pew Oceans Commission,
which released its report and recommendations in 2003. That effort
influenced the report of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, which
made its recommendations to the Bush Administration in 2004. However,
there's still much more work to be done in terms of implementing the
recommendations of the commissions.



Rep. Eshoo is cosponsor of H.R.1431, the Fisheries Science and Management Enhancement Act,
which would improve the governance of regional fishery councils by
ensuring that they have diverse membership and that decisions made by
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the councils are informed by sound science.



Related resources: 


	
 - Pew Oceans Commission 
	
 - U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy 
	
 - Gulf of the Farallones 
	
 - Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
	
 - Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary 
	
 - Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary  




 
Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling   


Legal
and administrative moratoria prevent new oil and gas leases off the
California Coast through 2012 and the National Marine Sanctuary
designations prohibit drilling in the areas they cover. However, the
Administration has always had its eye on the California Coast as a site
for oil and gas drilling, and there has been a renewed effort to
dispense with the coastal protections and again allow drilling along
the coast. Rep. Eshoo fought to prevent provisions to permit coastal
drilling from being added to H.R. 6, the Energy Policy Act, and H.R.4241, the Fiscal Year 2006 Deficit Reduction Act.



To enhance the protections provided by the marine sanctuaries, Rep. Eshoo is an original cosponsor of H.R. 1712, Gulf
of the Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries Boundary Modification and Protection Act,
which enlarges the boundaries of these sanctuaries and makes the
current administrative bans on oil and gas development required by law.
(There is already statutory ban on drilling within the Monterey Bay
sanctuary.)




 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
In each year of his tenure the President has called on Congress to pass
legislation to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil
and gas drilling. Rep. Eshoo has always believed it would be a mistake
to scar one of the last pristine landscapes in the United States for a
temporary supply of oil. Indeed, the amount of oil that might be
extracted from the refuge will not prevent U.S. dependence on foreign
oil from growing, according to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration. 
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Rep. Eshoo is a cosponsor of H.R. 567, the Udall-Eisenhower Arctic Wilderness Act, which would make the ANWR a
wilderness area, forever protecting it from development.  (This bill is pending in Committee.)




 
Refineries on Wildlife Refuges   


In the aftermath of the gasoline price spikes following Hurricane Katrina, the House passed H.R. 3893, the Gasoline for
America's Security (GAS) Act ,
by a narrow 212-to-210 vote. Under this bill, the President, without
any public input, can designate virtually any federal land as
"suitable" for the construction of an oil refinery under an expedited
permitting process. This includes sensitive National Forests and
National Wildlife Refuges, including the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay
National Wildlife Refuge.



Rep. Eshoo offered an amendment to
protect environmentally sensitive lands from such designations, but it
was blocked from debate on the floor of the House.




 
Forest Protection   


Rep. Eshoo is the lead sponsor of the Act to Save America's Forests.
This bill calls for the end to clearcut logging, promotes more
environmentally friendly and economically sustainable logging, and
provides strong protection for the last remaining core areas of forest
biodiversity in the United States, including old-growth forests and all
roadless areas. The bill preserves native biodiversity on federal
forestlands and changes how we protect and treat our public lands. Rep.
Eshoo is also a cosponsor of H.R. 3563, the National Forest Roadless Area Conservation Act,
which will implement the "roadless rule" without changes that will
weaken it. The "roadless rule," proposed by President Clinton, limits
logging on approximately 58 million acres of federal forestland, which
are among the last areas of native biodiversity in the nation. In 2005,
President Bush revised the rule to make logging easier on these lands.




 
Bair Island   


In
1999, Rep. Eshoo was successful in securing federal funding to purchase
Bair Island and add it to the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National
Wildlife Refuge. Working with the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST),
Citizens to Complete the Refuge, and thousands of constituents, 1,600
acres of critical wetlands were preserved for future generations. This
action sustains a critical habitat for 123 species of birds, 13 species
of mammals, and 63 species of fish. With only 15% of S.F. Bay wetlands
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remaining, we must continue to make strides to protect our region's
fragile environment.



After years of work, we're now at the
stage where the restoration of this important habitat can be completed.
Rep. Eshoo is working with the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Army
Corps of Engineers, Save the Bay, local government and community groups
to secure the funding for this project.




 
South San Francisco Bay Wetlands   


In
2000, Rep. Eshoo led her California House colleagues in securing $8
million for the purchase of thousands of acres of precious San
Francisco Bay wetlands from Cargill, Inc. With federal seed money and
support, the state and federal government, along with four prominent
California foundations (the Hewlett, Packard, Moore, and Goldman
Foundations), were able to acquire approximately 15,000 acres of
southern S.F. Bay lands for inclusion in the Don Edwards San Francisco
Bay National Wildlife Refuge. The final agreement was completed in
2003. Under the leadership of the California Department of Fish and
Game, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the California Coastal
Conservancy, the process of returning these salt ponds to suitable
tidal habitat is underway. Rep. Eshoo has helped secure funding to
enable the Army Corps of Engineers to initiate a study of the South Bay
Shoreline. This work will help protect against flooding and foster the
overall restoration effort.



Related resources: 


	
 - South Bay Restoration  




 
Sand Hill Bluff   


In
2003, Rep. Eshoo secured $2 million in federal funding through the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for the acquisition of
Sand Hill Bluff outside Davenport in Santa Cruz County. The acquisition
was completed in May 2005. This picturesque 154-acre property,
suggestive of the Cliffs of Dover, is a 5,000 year-old archeological
site. It will be managed by California State Parks, but a portion will
be reserved for agriculture and will never be developed.
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Related resources: 


	
 - Trust for Public Land press release  




 
Rancho Corral de Tierra - Golden Gate National Recreation Area   


After nearly five years of work, the Congress passed H.R. 296, the Rancho Corral de Tierra Golden Gate National
Recreation Area Boundary Adjustment Act,
and the bill became law on December 20, 2005. The bill expands the
boundary to include over 4,000 acres from Rancho Corral de Tierra near
El Granada and 300 acres around Devil's Slide.



Rep. Eshoo was a
key cosponsor of the bill, starting from its initial introduction in
2001 when she testified in support of it before the Senate Subcommittee
on National Parks and spoke in favor of the bill in the House in
December. The Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) has negotiated the
acquisition of this property from willing sellers. With the boundary
expansion complete, federal funding will need to be secure to complete
the purchase and transfer to GGNRA. It builds upon Rep. Eshoo's
successful efforts to secure $10.5 million in federal funds to purchase
the Phleger Estate in 1994. 



Related resources: 


	
 - Peninsula Open Space Trust  
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